Class Information for Honors Chemistry 

Mr. Scramling

Mr. Scramling’s Phone:  216.691.2110


Email:  scramling@sel.k12.oh.us

Honors Chemistry is a year long course that looks at the physical properties of materials as well as the chemical characteristics of elements and compounds.   The primary difference between honors chemistry and regular chemistry is the pace of the course.  The honors course will cover more material and more of the work will be expected to be done at home.

This sheet will give you some information on what to expect this year as well as how to best prepare for the class.

One of my objectives for the class is to present a more mature and developed set of study skills to the students.  As Honors students, you are expected to be prepared, and be diligent in doing the necessary work.  Science in general requires a more refined organization than many courses.   You will keep a binder with those guidelines listed below.   Another objective is to make very good use of class time.  We want to start class promptly.  

Class Supplies:   These should be brought to class EVERY DAY.

· A 3 ring binder (should be at least 1 ½ inches deep.)    A spiral binder is not acceptable.

· A scientific calculator.  Some calculators such as a PDA will not be allowed for tests and quizzes.   

· You will be issued a text book, a lab packet, and a reference packet.

· Pencils, pens, etc.

Grading Scale:

My classes follow the district grading scale.

A:  
93 to 100
   B+:  90 to 93

B:   85 to 90

   B-:  82 to 85

C+:
77 to 85
   C:    70 to 77

D:   60 to 70

   F:    Under 60 %

Your grade will be calculated in the following fashion.

Homeworks/Classwork are worth 5 % of your grade.  They are usually graded more for completeness than overall accuracy.  In other words, make an attempt even if you are not completely sure of how to do it.   Assignments need to be ready to be turned in when due.
Homework Quizzes are worth 10 % of your grade.   These quizzes are given at the start of a class period and will cover the material given for homework.  These quizzes can be unannounced, and will tend to be short in nature.

Quizzes/Tests are worth 50 % of your grade.  There will be a larger quiz at the end of each chapter and some smaller ones within the chapter.   Tests will cover either 1 or 2 chapters, depending on the material.   The tests are worth 30 % and the quizzes are worth 20 %.

Activities and Labs are worth 25 % of your grade.   There will be about 25 labs or activities throughout the year.    Lab safety is of utmost concern and will be discussed in much detail when labs are started.  Labs need to be turned in neatly.   They must be prepared to be turned in before class as there will not be class time allotted to assemble and staple your lab.
Class Participation:  This is worth 10 % of your grade.  You will all start with a grade of 100 % for class participation.  This will be lowered any time any of the following occur: tardy, missing homework, class disruption.   The first offense will result in 1 % pt being deducted from your 100 % grade.   The next offense will result in 2 % pts being deducted (3 % overall). The next offense will result in 3 % pts being deducted (6 % overall), etc.  I will look at the class participation grades at each semester.  If you are very close to getting the next higher grade and your class participation grade is at least that grade you are close to, I will give you the next higher grade.  This works out better than rounding for the student that turns in everything.

3 ring binder
Your 3 ring binder is an integral part of the class.  It will be collected and graded on occasion.

You will need to keep it neat and organized as this is part of your grade.   The binder will be collected on any day that we have a TEST.  It will be graded out of 50 pts. and be counted as homework/classwork.

The tabs of the page dividers should be as follows in order:

Notes




This is your class notes

Current Homework
& labs

This will contain homework that will be collected soon

Past Homework & quizzes

This will contain homework that has been graded

Reference Packet


This will contain the reference packet given to you

Paper & Misc.


Extra notebook paper

For your binder you can simply label your tabs with the headings in BOLD PRINT above.
Class Rules

The class rules are simple and straightforward.  Students are expected to be respectful of others.   They are to follow school rules in the class.   I expect students to remain attentive and to participate in class by taking notes and  asking question.   Any activity that disrupts the learning environment of the class will result in immediate disciplinary action being taken.  This includes class detention or being written up to the office. ( I prefer class detentions to writing up students to the office. )

Any electronics such as cell phones, iPods, MP3 players, etc. are not allowed in class at any time.  If they are out at any time during the class period, there will be a reduction in class participation grade at the following rate.  1st offense – 10 % reduction; 2nd offense – 20 % reduction; 3rd offense – 30 % reduction; 4th offense and beyond – 40 % reduction.    Also, playing games on your calculator during class time is punished at the same rate as above.
Extra Help
I arrive at Brush pretty early.  I will be available for extra help from 7:15 to 8:00 each day.  No appointment is necessary.  However, be warned that if you don’t let me know that you  are coming in to see me, you are taking a chance that I will  be in the office getting mail, preparing other things, etc.  

After mid-November, I will be available after school for extra help every day.  Once again, it is helpful for you to let me know that you are coming.   Remember that there are school meetings, etc that I do have to attend.  If you just drop in and I am there then it is fine, however, you have to accept that if you just drop in for extra help without telling me then I might be at a meeting.

Before November, I am available after school for extra help but you will have to make an appointment.

Parent/Guardian:

Please read the following.   Keep the first two sheets on Class Information for Honors Chemistry.   After you have read them, sign the bottom of this page and have the student return it to me.

I am looking forward to have the opportunity to work with your child this year.  Optimum learning takes place when there is support at home.   The best way to check on your child’s progress is to check over their binder and check Progress Book regularly which is the SEL online gradebook.   The binder will have quiz scores, homeworks, and you can see the organization of your child’s work.   Progress Book will not only show results but also let you know of any missing assignments.   

In addition, checking the class binder is a way to see how your child prepares for the class.

Science in general and Chemistry in particular is a course that requires much preparation and organization.  To accomplish these two, discipline is needed. The class is structured to enhance the development of their preparation, their organization, and their discipline.   I am counting on your assistance when needed to help us reach our objectives.

I look forward to seeing you at Open House and Parent Conferences.

Please take the time to read the complete packet and sign below.

Sincerely,

John Scramling

Brush High School Science Office:  216.691.2110

Parent Signature:
________________________________

Date:  ____________

Student Signature:
________________________________

Date:  ____________


Print Student Name:  _______________________________ 

