A GENERAL GUIDE FOR CHEMISTRY STUDENTS





To be as successful in chemistry as possible it is imperative that you read the material in a consciencious manner.  Below is a possible guideline that you could consider using to maximize your grade.	Many students make the mistake of skimming through the book or reading the chapter the day before the test and rely more on cramming to try to be successful in chemistry.  This method rarely works in a class as complex as chemistry.	I recommend that you read the chapters that we are covering more than once.  This will help your quizzes that are often based directly on the reading.





FIRST READING:





This should be done before the material is presented in class.  The reasons for this is that it will introduce you to the vocabulary of the chapter.  I can’t emphasize enough the need to have a thorough knowledge of the vocabulary.  You can’t begin to speak a foreign language before you know some of the words and likewise, you need to know the ‘words’ of chemistry.  Another important reason to read the material beforehand is that it will make you aware of the concepts to be presented in the chapter.  Full understanding may not take place at the first reading, but reading the material beforehand will make it that much easier to understand those concepts when they are lectured in class.





SECOND READING:	





This should be done after the classroom presentation.  By now you will have read the material and have had the key points explained to you.  This second reading should serve to clarify the concepts.  As you read the material the second time  you should be making notes of any concept of fact that is still unclear to you, and ask to have it explained next class period.  Also keep in mind that not everything in the book is covered in lecture.  I choose the more important topics and the more difficult to understand.  This doesn’t mean that the other material is not testable.  Once again, if you have any questions on material not lectured in class, please ask !





THIRD READING:





The third reading should take place 2 -4 days after the lecture.  After this reading, the concepts should be pretty will understood.  As before, make notes of any questions you have while you read it.  If there are any problems to work, you should know the equations, and all of the variables and constants in them.





FOURTH READING:





This should be done 1 or 2 days before the test.  Even though the material should be pretty well understood by this time this is a final opportunity to make sure that all vocabulary, equations, and constants are known.  While reading, list all of the important concepts and make sure that you understand them thoroughly.  You should now be ready to take the test.





	At the beginning of this sheet, it was mentioned that this is a way that  would maximize your grade.  At first, the trade-off would be that this method of study would be too time consuming.  I believe that this method would take much less time than you expect.  The reason for this is that for all the time you spent on reading, would be saved when it came to homeworks, problem solving, and test/quiz preparations.





For each reading, it would be helpful to have your note binder ready.


